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Combating racism in campus communities
Georgia Lodewyk—Staff Writer
On Tuesday, March 29, Angelica “Lica”
Acosta Garnett, a bilingual paralegal at an
immigration law firm and a host for the Christian
Community Development Association, stepped
onto the stage of Northwestern College’s Christ
Chapel. After a welcome from Campus Pastor
Mark DeJonge, Garnett prayed.
“Holy Spirit, we ask you to come and
soften our hearts and allow us to have good
conversation,” Garnett said. “May this be an
honoring morning to you, Lord.”
At the beginning of her sermon, Garnett
quoted Genesis 1:31, “And God saw all that
he had made, and it was very good.” This, she
said, supported a scriptural, universal truth: all
are created in God’s image.
“Our dignity is not something we earn. It is
inherent,” Garnett said. “We do not have to earn
our respect or our honor, they belong to us as a
part of God’s design.”
Garnett then said racism had disrupted
God’s desire for humans to complement and
depend upon each other:
“We, human beings, have created systems
that establish a hierarchy among people, and
this way of doing, living, relating, and engaging
has nothing to do with God’s intent.”
As a Colombian immigrant who moved
to the United States as a seventeen-year-old,
Gannett shared her personal experiences with
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prejudice and racism. Her accent, skin color,
and differing worldview set her apart from her
peers.
“To succeed in this country, I needed not
to be black or brown, but rather I needed to
be white. And since I was no longer white, I
needed to get as close to white as possible,”

Students experience first
-ever Easter Break
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Good Shepherd Church
celebrates one year
anniversary

Daniel Ketchelos—Staff Writer
For Christians, the Easter holiday remains
an important, monumental day as they celebrate
Jesus Christ’s conquering of the grave. Most
Christian denominations, including Catholic,
Lutheran, and Reformed traditions, observe
Good Friday in remembrance of Christ’s death.
For students at Dordt University, a change in
the academic calendar canceled classes on
Good Friday and the Monday after Easter.
This change had been scheduled to take
effect in the spring of 2020, but the COVID-19
pandemic delayed Easter Break into the 20212022 academic year.
“Changing the academic calendar is a big
deal,” said Jim Bos, registrar, and director
of institutional research. “Now, we start the
spring semester two days earlier, which gives
us the two days to make an Easter break. We

Garnett said.
She mentioned she had recognized and
accepted a hierarchy that marginalized her
personhood. Garnett urged her chapel audience
to act differently and told them to engage
with those of different races and backgrounds,
affirming their image-bearing dignity.

“If we believe that you and me are created
by the same creator, and that we all have a
purpose in God’s creation, then it should be
perfectly fine that you are different than me,”
she said. “And you’re still my equal. I can learn
from you.”
When chapel concluded, students exited
Christ’s Chapel and continued to class. Over
the next three days, though, Garnett’s message
prompted hostility and aggression as racist
comments affected Northwestern’s campus and
the surrounding community.
Later that Tuesday, chapel attendees took
their thoughts to Yik Yak, an anonymous
discussion thread app where users view posts
within a five-mile radius of their location. Given
the anonymity provided by the app, students
shared their dislike of Garnett’s race-related
message as well as a previous chapel series on
diversity during Black History Month.
“Fellow white people, I guess we are the
spawn of satan and rule the whole world,” a
user said.
Also, a user said, “upvote if you want
chapels to actually teach us about Jesus.”
Throughout Tuesday night and Wednesday,
Yik Yak posts turned increasingly racist:
“survival tip for all people of color that attend
nwc [Northwestern College]: either act white
or shut up and play your sport,” “missing the
1800s,” and “Black be gone! Praise white...

are bound by a length of time required for a
legitimate semester.”
Many students took advantage of the fourday weekend by traveling off-campus to visit
relatives and friends. Logan Posthumus, a
sophomore, visited his home in Denver, Colo.
“Over Spring Break, a lot of people had
[academic] trips, and PLIA programs that they
had to do,” Posthumus said. “It’s nice to have a
formal break where you actually can relax and
aren’t pressured to do some sort of activity.”
Joseph Kamstra, a senior, traveled to Pella,
Iowa.
“We went frisbee golfing, walked around
the town, and hunkered down on Easter when
it decided to snow,” Kamstra said. “This break
allows time to reflect on spiritual life and the
meaning of Easter and provides a time to step
back and destress.”
Braden Wilgenburg, a junior, ventured
off-campus with friends to visit relatives in
Milwaukee Wisc., and take a trip to Chicago,
Ill.
“I’m extremely grateful for the added break,
and I feel really rested,” Wilgenburg said. “The
trip was also super fun, it was my first time in
Chicago, and I got to go to a Milwaukee Bucks
game, and I feel much more productive after
taking [Easter] break.”
Prior to 2019, the university did not provide
students an Easter Break.
“In the tradition of Dordt, we are first and...
Cont. on pg. 7

Zac VanderLey—Staff Writer
Editor’s note: This article originally appeared
in the Sioux Center News on April 20, 2022.
As the worship team sang “Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest,” children waved
palm branches and walked through the Good
Shepherd Church congregation. When they
reached the front of the Kinsey Elementary
School cafeteria turned sanctuary, they formed
a line and sung the song to the jubilation of the
congregation
This year’s Palm Sunday marked a week
since Good Shepherd celebrated their oneyear anniversary as a church. Since their first
service, Sioux Center’s newest congregation,
led by The Rev. Travis Else, has averaged 150
to 200 weekly attendants.
According to its website, “After a year of
pandemic-related disruption, denominational
upheaval and what we believed to be a Spiritfueled holy discontent, Good Shepherd Church
was born. Our hope was to create an intentional
community of simple, Christ-centered, Holy
Spirit-driven, and historically-rooted Christian
worship, mission, and service committed to
representing the kingdom of God and blessing
our larger community.”
“[It] was like sending some invites to a party
and not having a clue who would show up,”
member Mark Hulsoff said about the church’s
first service.
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Hulsoff, assistant high school principal and
activities director at Sioux Center High School,
attends Good Shepherd with his wife, Jill, and
two sons. While Jill serves as an elder on the
church council, Mark worked on the church’s
steering committee.
“We didn’t know where to worship. We just
knew that we had a bunch of people who were
looking for something different,” Hulsoff said.
Hulsoff and the steering committee settled on
Kinsey Elementary. While the congregation’s
10:00 a.m. service occurs in the cafeteria,
Sunday school programs utilize the school’s
classrooms. Though the church has altered the
location of its pulpit four times throughout the...
Cont. on pg. 2
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Dordt University alumnus wins reelection
Sam Landstra—Co-Chief Editor
Editor’s note: This article alternatively
appears as a podcast on The Diamond website.
When the election stood four weeks away,
the mayor of Sioux Falls, SD got a haircut.
At the Legit Barbershop, Mayor Paul
TenHaken sat in a barber chair, draped in a
Kobe Bryant cape. While Hanis, a barber, gave
the mayor a campaign trail trim, they talked
about Hanis’ immigration history. He’d spent
eight years in a refugee camp in Eritrea.
“We had an absolute blast, man.” TenHaken
said. “I think each of our immigrants and
refugees in our city has a story like that to tell.”
A few weeks later, TenHaken, a Dordt
University alumnus, won his reelection, taking
73 percent of the vote. He defeated Democratic
challengers Taneeza Islam and David Zokaites.
During his acceptance speech, TenHaken said,
“I will work my absolute butt off to make sure
Sioux Falls remains one of the best cities in one
of the best states in the country.”
Before
entering
politics,
TenHaken
founded Click Rain, a marketing technology
agency. During his ten years at the company,
Entrepreneur Magazine named him to their Top
10 Emerging Entrepreneurs list.
Then, South Dakota’s Young Entrepreneur of
the Year put down the business portfolios and
presentations and picked up politics.
“You can call it a midlife crisis. You can call
it whatever you want. But I was 39 years old
at the time and decided I that wanted to serve
people,” TenHaken said. “Politics is a great way
to serve people.”
When he assumed office in 2018, the
businessman-turned-politician utilized his
digital marketing experience to connect

with constituents. After he visited the Legit
Barbershop, he posted to Instagram a picture
of himself chatting with Hanis: “The power of
social media in politics is absolutely incredible
and can’t be underestimated.”
TenHaken strategizes his profile on each
platform. On Facebook and Instagram, he gets
personal: “What do I talk about? My kids,
my family, my hobbies—stuff that really has
nothing to do with me as a mayor but more as a
dad, a husband, and a Christian.”
Though TenHaken used the apps to advertise
his campaign, he also posted photos from his
daughter’s gymnastics meets. After he lost a
Super Bowl bet to his son, he shared a video of
him gulping down a raw egg.
“And that stuff gets way more engagement,
way more engagement,” TenHaken said.
On Twitter and LinkedIn, though, the
mayor knows his audience prefers policy over
parenting.
“They don’t care about that stuff. They want
to judge you on policy,” TenHaken said. “So,
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that’s where you tweet articles and things like
that.”
When he declared his candidacy for the
mayor’s office, TenHaken shrunk his “digital
footprint” in an effort to “stick to my lane.” He
deleted several posts and comments relating to
federal policy.
Now, TenHaken tweets on a local level:
“My lane is roads and infrastructure, public
safety, bridges, parks, libraries, economic
developments, schools, housing.”
For him, whether his constituents are
Republicans or Democrats, they “all want good
roads to drive on” and “all want good paying
jobs.”
TenHaken considers Sioux Falls a “purple
city.” Though a Republican, he says he struggles
with the label. While he’s used conservative
fiscal policy to initiate housing developments,
he also supports refugees and immigrants. A few
weeks ago, he welcomed fifty new U.S. citizens

to the city during a naturalization ceremony.
“I don’t even really know what conservative
means anymore,” TenHaken said. “I get called a
RINO. I’m a Republican in name only.”
TenHaken, a recipient of Dordt University’s
Distinguished Alumni Award in 2021, wears a
bracelet with the word “Jesus” engraved on a
washer. It keeps him accountable to his faith.
He says his alma mater prepared him for “real
world, Christian challenges in a secular society.”
During his first term, an email from
a constituent “who had his facts wrong”
challenged him: “I wanted to just tee off on this
guy.”
TenHaken didn’t respond to the email
because “Jesus wouldn’t swing at pitches in the
dirt.”
Given his reelection, TenHaken hopes his
constituents recognized his love for the city.
“The dude loved people and showed the love
of Christ every opportunity he had. That would
be the ultimate legacy,” Ten Haken said. “I’m
failing at it miserably every day, but I’m trying.
That’s the benchmark I’m trying to reach.”
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In All Things loses readership Good Shepherd Church
celebrates one year
anniversary cont.
Cont. from pg. 1

Emma Bennett—Staff Writer
Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the online journal In All Things has struggled to
retain its readership.
According to Andreas Center Director
Channon Visscher, the majority of Dordt
University’s student body remains unaware of
its existence and connections to the university
and the Christian Reformed Church (CRC).
In All Things, operating as a website and
podcast, publishes essays, book reviews, poetry,
and devotions for the purpose of “exploring the
concrete implications of Christ’s presence in all
facets of life.”
Though its main readership bases itself in
North America, it receives 18,000 new readers
each month from around the world. Also, the
writers for the CRC publication range from
academics and authors to theologians and
students.
In All Things finds representation within
Dordt’s faculty and staff. In addition to
Visscher, Ruth Clark, Andreas Center Program
Coordinator, works as a managing editor and
senior Josie De Jong works as copy editor.
“I enjoy the job because it’s like a checklist,
going down the line and making sure
everything’s correct,” said De Jong, who was
recommended to the position by Professor of
English Howard Schaap.
De Jong also interacts with First Mondays
speakers, given their connections to the
Andreas Center: “Sometimes they ask if you
want to drive them from the airport, so there’s
that chance to make connections.”
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While In All Things approaches writing from
a Christian perspective, it includes a variety of
different worldviews.
“When you see that this is a publication from
Dordt, you’re going to have some preconceived
notions.” De Jong said. “But you’ll find articles
from any side of any spectrum, so it connects
this greater community of thinkers.”
In All Things operates with an editorial board
of four Dordt faculty members and four others
from outside the university community.
“We certainly don’t address all aspects of life,
but we do provide content that addresses various
issues in thoughtful and reflective postures,”
said Clark, who invites writers to comment on
areas of study, books, and more.
Still, the publication depends on the
willingness of their writers.
“We are limited by asking individuals who
have many commitments on their time to do
another thing.” Clark said. “However, over
the years, we have built up a large amount of
content that provides many opportunities for
readers and writers.”
In addition to their typical publications, the
organization writes a newsletter and maintains
social media presences on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.
If interested, students are encouraged to send
ideas and submissions to Andreas.Center@
dordt.edu.

...past year, its worship style has remained the
same.
Good Shepherd Church is liturgical. The
congregation participates in its services through
a nearly 16-page pamphlet which includes
call and response readings, prayers, music,
scripture, and the Apostle’s Creed. In addition,
communion is served every Sunday.
On this year’s Palm Sunday, the congregation
prepared themselves to feast at the Lord’s Table
by singing “Sanctus” and reciting the Apostle’s
Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. Then, Else broke
a loaf of bread:
“On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus Christ took bread. And after he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, ‘Take and eat. This is my body given
for you.”’
Else took a cup and poured its contents into
another cup.
‘“This cup is the new covenant in my blood:
do this each time you drink it in remembrance
of me.’” Else said.
As the elders and administered the elements,
the worship team sang “Jesus, Strong and Kind.”
During the song, attendants of the church took
bits of bread, dipped it in juice, and ate them:
“This is God’s body, broken for you. His blood,
shed for you.”
The service at Good Shepherd ended with the
doxology and a benediction.
“We are all participating,” John Baas, Dordt
University’s vice president of advancement,
said. “The more we do these things over and
over again, we internalize them, such that we
can go through the same liturgies throughout
our week.”
Baas occasionally leads the church’s adult
Sunday school, Right Paths. He also has
attended and led a gathering where members
of the church pray for the council during the
council’s meeting times. The middle school and

high school Sunday schools meet in the gym
and library, respectively, while younger children
and their parents attend Kingdom Families.
Recently, Good Shepherd formed a ministry
team to seek out the possibility of hosting
an Afghan or Ukranian refugee family.
Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian humanitarian
aid organization, approved Good Shepherd to
resettle a family. Now, the church has entered
a waiting phase.
“We are eager to go to church,” Baas said.
“And when church is over, we are more glad we
went than we were eager to go.”
Last Spring, Else, Hulsoff, and other members
of the Good Shepherd steering committee met
in the TePaske Theatre. They discussed Sioux
Center and Sioux County’s interest in a new,
liturgical, church. Nearly 150 others from the
community—college students, professors,
families, teachers, lawyers, CPAs, retirees, and
others—attended the informal gathering as well.
Shortly after, the first church service of Good
Shepherd Church took place. Now, the church is
celebrating their one-year anniversary.
“Tonight, we’ve got a group of people praying
at Nancy’s house, we’ve got a church council
going…We’ve got a young lady making
profession of faith and a high school student
is meeting with a youth leader to make his
profession of faith,” Hulsoff said. “It’s exciting
to see our small little dream bearing fruit, just
on a normal night in Sioux Center.”
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Sports
Baseball finds their swing
Tabetha DeGroot —Staff Writer

Photo Credit: Dordt University Athletics
The Dordt University Defender Baseball team
is nearing the end of its season with an 8-12
record in conference play.
In March, Gyeongju Kim, the team’s ace,
showcased his talent in an eleven-inning win
against Hastings College. He fanned 21 Bronco
batters, breaking one of Dordt’s oldest records,
originally set in 1972 by Guy DeHaan.
The game’s final score favored the Defenders,
3-1. Logan Cline pushed the game into extra
innings after he was hit by a pitch, stole second,
and scored on an RBI single by Chase Edwards.
“I don’t think there is any game I would call
a successful game,” Kim said. “Because what I
believe, everything that I do is for His glory...
When I try to raise myself, he always put me
down, so ‘humility’ is the motto of my life.”
 	 On April 9, Dordt faced Mount Marty
University in a doubleheader. The first game
went back and forth with teams trading
haymakers, like the gusts of wind that propelled
routine pop flies or foul balls into extra base

hits. Mt. Marty scored the first three runs, but
Dordt soon tied it up with a homer from Logan
Cline and RBI singles from Dylan Stanley and
Aaron Eshelman.
In the third and fourth, Dordt pulled ahead
8-6, but Mt. Marty caught up in the sixth and
took a one-run lead, a lead that diminished in
the bottom of the sixth.
Mt. Marty scored six in the seventh, leading to
a 15-9 score entering the bottom of the seventh
inning.
Dordt trimmed the lead to four off a 2 RBI
error from Mt. Marty’s shortstop and then three
thanks to an RBI single from catcher Luke
November, his fifth hit of the contest that tied
a Dordt record.
A wild pitch scored another run and put
runners on second and third. Pinch hitter and
freshman Cade Hollingsworth smacked a 3-run
homer into the trees behind left field, walking it
off for Dordt 16-15. Relief pitcher Carter Scott
picked up the win.
“It’s been really cool to see a handful of guys
get it done this past weekend,” Head Coach
Nathan Bacon said.
The game featured eight homeruns, 31 runs
scored, and 29 hits between the two teams.
But the team’s success hasn’t been easy.
“We were 0 and 6 to start the year and that
was not what we wanted. We went to Florida
and started to figure something out. We found
a good dynamic here,” Bacon said. “I think the
biggest improvement for us has just been our
consistency with staring pitching. And part
of that goes to the guy behind the plate, Luke
November…he’s a warrior back there.”
Another warrior is Kim. His performances
earned him GPAC and NAIA pitcher of the
week on March 29.
In the double header against Jamestown
University this past weekend Dordt lost 0-2 and
1-6. This coming weekend brings a four-game
tournament with Concordia University that
could turn things around yet again. Currently,
Dordt sits at 9th in the GPAC, tied with
Northwestern.
“Baseball is an unpredictable game,” Kim
said. “So we do our best ‘til the end.”

Smith hired as new women’s
volleyball coach
Corina Beimers—Staff Writer
In collegiate athletics, the transitions from
one coach to another rarely is a smooth one.
It can cause shock or fulfill expectations. It
can bring heartbreak or relief. Regardless of
the circumstances, the process of hiring a new
coach and integrating them into a program
brings unknowns.
“With any coaching change, there are always
going to be challenges that the new coach,
athletes, or coaching staff will face,” said Dillon
Dahl, current graduate assistant for the Dordt
University Women’s Volleyball program.
When Dordt’s women’s volleyball team
gathered in December and learned of former
head coach Chad Hanson’s resignation, they
didn’t expect to find themselves in a similar
meeting a few months later.
After Hansen’s resignation, the search for a
new coach began in December. When February
arrived, the university hired Darci Wassenaar as
the new head coach As she entered the athletics
department with an admirable reputation in
Midwest volleyball, there were high levels of
excitement and anticipation for the upcoming
season.
After only a few weeks with the team,
however, Wassenaar announced her resignation
due to personal reasons.
“It definitely came as a shock,” said junior
middle blocker Danielle Vande Voort. “None of
us were going into practice that day expecting
to hear that.”
The news came as a disappointment to the
team for more than one reason. They had lost a
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good coach, interrupted their offseason training,
and needed to restart the process of getting
acquainted with a new coach. While such
circumstances typically meant the volleyball
team had to go through another waiting period,
a new coach was announced soon afterward.
Jacki Smith had applied to the original
job posting. Before Wassenaar resigned, she
planned to fill the assistant coach position for
the team. When Wassenaar left, Smith stepped
into the role of head coach immediately.
“Another change in coaches obviously
wasn’t what we thought our offseason was
going to look like, but even after our short time
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I... love the Minnesota
Timberwolves?
Connor Van Hulzen—Staff Writer
In 2019, I wrote an article in The Diamond
titled “Impress me, Timberwolves.”
Consider me impressed.
After years of languishing in the basement of
the NBA’s Western Conference, the Minnesota
Timberwolves crawled their way to relevancy
this season.
And, this time, they’ve got some staying
power.
To truly understand what this means to
Timberwolves fans, it’s important to look back
at the franchise’s past.
In 2004, The Kevin Garnett-led Wolves
made the playoffs . For the first time since
then in 2018, led by franchise cornerstone
Karl-Anthony Towns and star Jimmy Butler,
the organization returned to the postseason
and palpable excitement filled the air for
Timberwolves games for the first time in 14
years.
Then, KAT and Butler were thoroughly
dispatched in the first round by the James
Harden-led Houston Rockets. After, Butler
forced his way out of Minneapolis, and the
brain behind the team, Tom Thibodeau, was
fired.
The Timberwolves truly set records with
their ineptitude. This failure to function is
very contradictory to the rest of the state of
Minnesota’s relationship with basketball.
Minnesota operates as a youth basketball
hotbed. I attended Apple Valley High School in
the Minneapolis suburbs. There, I saw players
like Tyus Jones and his brother Tre graduate
from Apple Valley before heading to Duke
University, and eventually the NBA.
The Twin Cities consistently produce players
that make an impact on their college teams and
wind up in the NBA. Recent success stories
include Jalen Suggs, Gary Trent Jr., Daniel
Oturu, Amir Coffey, Zeke Nnaji, and so many
other high-level players that call MinneapolisSaint Paul their home.
Women’s basketball also has a successful
track record in Minnesota. The Minnesota Lynx
won four titles in the 2010s. Also, a long list
of Minnesotan female basketball players rise
through the college and professional ranks,
with Paige Bueckers being the most recent
addition.
Despite the state’s great success in other
aspects of the sport, Minnesota’s professional
men’s basketball team floundered for as long as
it existed.
Following the Kevin Garnett era, the team
experienced many years of suffering until their
eventual playoff berth in 2018. This period
of Timberwolves basketball featured lineups
which included players like Nikola Peković,
with Wassenaar, we want what’s best for her,”
Vande Voort said. “We know that we’ll be okay,
and the team is excited to work with Jacki.”
Smith comes from the Minneapolis area.
She served as head coach at Carleton College
in Minnesota for the 2018-21 seasons, and of
Lancaster Bible College for the season prior.
Smith spent her four university years at the
University of Northwestern-St. Paul as a dualsport athlete, captaining both their volleyball
and basketball programs. Her volleyball
team went to four straight NCAA tournament
appearances. Smith continued to Concordia
University-Irvine to earn her master’s degree in
coaching and athletic administration.
“She is young and relatable. Coach Smith
also offers a fresh perspective when looking at
things,” Dahl said. “I am excited to see how she
will continue to grow the women’s volleyball
program.”
After
originally
completing
her
undergraduate in marketing, Smith realized
she had much more passion for coaching than
for anything in the business world. Although
young, Smith has discovered her own coaching
style over her handful of years as a collegiate
head coach.
“I do try to make the gym a place that is
competitive but also fun and a source of joy,”
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Luke Ridnour, Darko Miličić, Johnny Flynn,
and Corey Brewer in major roles.
The Timberwolves’ sordid history became
irrelevant with the arrival of one player.
Anthony Edwards.
The first overall pick in the 2020 NBA Draft,
Edwards is central to the Timberwolves’
revolution. Edwards has an infectious energy
and charisma which made the Timberwolves
fun again. His amazing play and highlight reel
dunks made Timberwolves fans feel a sliver of
hope.
Throw in a player like Patrick Beverly, a
defender that Timberwolves fans love to root for
and opposing fans love to hate, and suddenly,
the team has an undeniably entertaining energy.
This season, the Timberwolves performed well
enough to make it to the newly implemented
play-in round of the NBA Playoffs. After
dispatching the Los Angeles Clippers in exciting
fashion, the team won its place in the playoffs,
facing off against the Memphis Grizzlies in the
first round.
After winning game one in Memphis, the
Timberwolves achieved with their first lead in
a playoff series since 2004.
I cannot remember excitement levels having
ever been higher for Timberwolves basketball
in the Twin Cities.
The Timberwolves are back.
I have only attended one or two Timberwolves
games in my lifetime and
I recently purchased tickets for game four of
the Timberwolves’ first round series against the
Grizzlies.
I can’t and won’t deny it. I have been swept
up in the excitement. I love the Minnesota
Timberwolves.
I didn’t expect this. I may even come to regret
it. But Anthony Edwards and the Minnesota
Timberwolves have managed to fight years and
years of history to make me a fan of a team I
have never had an interest in before.
Go Wolves.

Smith said during her interview on Defender
Discussions, the Dordt Athletic Department’s
podcast.
After her personal experience with collegiate
coaches, Smith noted the high value she places

I do try to make
the gym a place
that is competitive
but also fun and a
source of joy,”
-Jacki Smith
on the relationship between coach and player.
“I am deeply relational, and I really love
building that with my athletes,” Smith said. “I
think it’s really important to have that piece.”
Smith enters the program with a competitive
spirit, excited to take on the challenge of
leading a team that has experienced significant
national success under the leadership of coach
Chad Hanson.
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Moon Knight starts strong, dark, and chiseled
Gretchen Lee—Copy Editor

Marvel’s forays onto the small screen have
brought me mixed levels of enjoyment.
WandaVision sucked me in, The Falcon
and the Winter Soldier left me unimpressed. I
found Hawkeye fun but unremarkable and Loki
enjoyable but far too short.
In some ways, WandaVision’s mystery
provided such a strong start to Marvel’s
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Disney+ exclusives that new series experienced
difficulty following in its footsteps. I’ve
had to learn to temper my expectations of
WandaVision’s wake.
Moon Knight, however, has blown my untempered expectations away.
Steven Grant is a knowledgeable and awkward

museum gift shop worker who discovers that
he sleepwalks vast distances. As he attempts
to prevent himself from wandering about, he
sees things in his life he can’t explain—dates
he doesn’t remember scheduling, people he
doesn’t remember meeting, and a fish in his
tank that has sprouted an extra fin.
Steven unravels the alternate life he didn’t
know he was living in a spellbinding storyline
packed with action, humor, magic, and a
brilliant exploration of morality.
The series is aesthetically pleasing, both
visually and in its storytelling. There’s a
certain flow to the story—a pattern of how
information is revealed in conjunction with
character moments and humorous bits—that
makes it satisfying to watch and matches the
environment well.
Steven, as well as his alternate personality,
Marc, are compelling, flawed, and funny
characters in their own, unique ways. Steven is
the bright, innocent, un-confident character who
acts as a great foil to Marc’s darker storyline.
The villain, Harrow, is also compelling as a
man who sees himself as a hero, despite the
dark deeds he commits. All of this, set against a
backdrop of ancient Egyptian mythology, gives
Moon Knight a strong start.
The crown jewel of this show, however, is
Oscar Isaac’s acting. His ability to shift between
his character’s dueling personalities is seamless.
Marc and Steven’s differences are clear. They
have different mannerisms, different speech
patterns, and different methods of interacting

with the world around them.
However, bits and pieces of the two
personalities spill into the other as the show
progresses, which is fascinating to see Isaac
handle. And though hearing him with a British
accent at the beginning of the series was a bit
jarring, it helps set Steven and Marc apart in
every way.

“Overall, Moon
Knight is funny,
clever, and wellstructured. It’s
clear a large
amount of thought
went into it.”
Overall, Moon Knight is funny, clever, and
well-structured. It’s clear a large amount of
thought went into it. This attention to detail has
paid off by setting it apart from other Marvel
projects, not just in aesthetics and structure, but
also in quality.
I have high hopes for Moon Knight to deliver
an equally strong finish that will lead into more
opportunities for us to see Oscar Isaac in the
MCU.

Key change: Hobgood hired as interim choir director
Teresa Taylor — Staff Writer
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In 2018, Ryan Smit, instructor of music, began
obtaining his Doctor of Musical Arts degree in
choral conducting through North Dakota State
University to meet Dordt University’s doctoral
requirements.
Over the last four summers and three
semesters, the choir director has taken online
classes. During the 2022-23 school year, though
Smit will move to Fargo, ND to complete his
doctorate.
“I had always wanted to get a doctorate, but
it’s kind of difficult to do when you have a
family and have to quit your job a year or two,”
Smit said. “When I began teaching at Dordt, it
made it much more feasible to actually do.”
Smit’s emloyer assists him and other
professors obtaining their doctorates by paying
for a portion of their tuition. Smit will also
receive a percentage of his salary during his
absence from campus.
“I can’t do everything online, especially with
music. You have to conduct real choirs for
them,” Smit said.
For the music department, professors
commonly take a year of leave to complete their
doctorate.
“For music, you can’t do it in the summer
because the choirs aren’t there,” Smit said.
The choir director leaves behind four choirs,
each of which he has invested years of musical

growth.
“I don’t relish leaving Dordt for a year, I
would rather just stay and keep teaching these
students,” Smit said.
Although the over one hundred choral
musicians will not receive Smit’s direction, the
music department has hired another individual
to serve during the interim period.
Dr. Robert Hobgood will assume Smit’s
role as Choir Director for the 2022-23 school
year. Originally from Raleigh, North Carolina,
Hobgood attended Covenant College in
Georgia and then Westminster Choir College in
New Jersey.
Following his graduation, Hobgood remained
in New Jersey for six years and worked at
Covenant Presbyterian Church as the Director
of Music. Hobgood moved to Lawrence,
Kansas to attend the University of Kansas and
graduated in August of 2021. His degrees are in
church music. He also plays the organ. Over the
last eight months, Hobgood has accompanied
several choirs at KU and is the Director of
Music at Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Topeka.
“I have sung in church choirs most of my
life,” Hobgood said. “But my real love of
choral singing began at Westminster Choir
College where I got to work with many
amazing vocalists and conductors.”
Hobgood’s skill and love for church music
manifests itself in more than just choir.

“I am very
blessed to step
into a position
with such a strong
choral foundation
and choir culture
already in place.”
-Robert Hobgood
“I also play the carillon, which is when
bells in a tower are connected to a keyboard
that looks like a giant piano,” Hobgood said.
“Instead of keys, there are batons that you play

with your fists and feet to move clappers that hit
the bells and make the sound.”
Hobgood applied to Dordt after seeing the
job posting sent to the organ and church music
department at KU.
“Since I had gone to Covenant College for
my undergrad, I was excited to apply for Dordt
since they are similar in size and theological,
educational framework,” Hobgood said. “Dordt
felt like the right fit and I was excited to accept

Come
work
here.

when they offered me the position.”
During his time with Dordt’s choirs, Hobgood
plans to continue the “tradition of excellence
that Professor Smit has established.”
“I am very blessed to step into a position
with such a strong choral foundation and choir
culture already in place,” Hobgood said.

Scan for
information on
jobs and how
to apply!
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FOX falls for the Dominerds
Elaina Ammons—Staff Writer
“Three, two, one,” shouted Domino Masters
host Eric Stonestreet as contestant Lyle
Broughton, backed by his teammates, Derek
and Alex Koops, pushed a toy car towards a
license plate.
The car set off a chain reaction in a Las
Vegas-themed topple. Dominoes traveled
across the platform, falling and setting off a
“magic trick” response as a mechanic arm fell
on a box and revealed a flower. The dominoes
also formed images associated with Sin City—a
slot machine, roulette table, hockey rink, Ferris
wheel, roller coaster, and the Vegas Strip.
The contestants held their breath as the
grand finale approached: a stream of dominoes
toppled a large, nearly vertical sunset portrait.
At 11-years-old, Dordt University students
Alex and Derek Koops were inspired by Kinetic
King on Season 6 of America’s Got Talent. The
act impressed the judges by building advanced
kinetic contraptions, including domino
structures.
Alex and Derek began to build domino
structures in their garage and started a
YouTube channel, DaksDominoes, where they
showcased their newfound passion, eventually
earning them over 200,000 subscribers and over
40,000,000 total views. Their content includes
commercially commissioned projects, themed
builds, chain reactions, and competition entries.
The Koopses claim they’ve set up around one

million dominoes throughout their lifetimes,.
Along with operating their YouTube channel,
the Koopses hold a world record for the longest
domino wall. Their 1 yard tall, 170 feet long
structure was made with 55,000 dominoes. For
the build, DaksDominoes took three days and
teamed up with eight builders.
Domino Masters, a FOX TV show, first
aired in March of 2022. Domino Masters is
the “biggest domino competition the world
has ever seen,” said Stonestreet. On the show,
contestants compete to win $100,000 and the
title of “Domino Master.”
The casting directors found DaksDominoes
on YouTube. The Koopses then went through
a series of interviews and were invited onto the

Pre-Health Club readies
students for grad school

Contributed Photo
show.
“We get 16 hours to complete our builds
and that time absolutely flies by. We needed
to make sure we were always working on
something and not getting sidetracked,” Koops
said. “We reevaluated where we were at during
the building process to see if we could add or
needed to take anything away from the plan.”
Domino Masters judge, Steve Price, said
contestants needed advanced art and design
skills as well as patience.
The builds were split over two days, and the
production team filmed the topple on the third
day.
Domino Masters also reached out to the

Koopses third teammate, Lyle Broughton.
Derek and Alex knew Broughton, who lives
in Massachusetts, through the online domino
community. Broughton specializes in creating
chain reaction pieces—complicated designs in
which he creates gadgets to induce movement.
trio teamed up as the Dominerds.
Before mention of the show, Broughton,
inspired by LegoMasters, a similar television
show, thought a domino competition held
promise. But such a show “would never
happen,” Broughton said a YouTube video.
Domino Masters aired this past March,
proving a domino-based reality television show
was more than just a pipe dream.
Filming for the show took place over a year
ago at a Santa Monica airplane hangar in Los
Angeles. For the Koopes, it was difficult to keep
their progress on the show a secret.
“It was a super fun and unique experience
but was also super stressful. We are constantly
competing against time and other teams. The
filming days are very long and tiring. We got
little sleep between filming days,” Koops said.
Along with exhaustion, every team
accidentally toppled their build. However, the
Koopses said that the experience was one they
would not trade for anything: “It was definitely
a top highlight of my life.”
As of the latest episode, the Dominerds
advanced to the quarterfinals, which air on FOX
at 9/8c on Wednesday, April 27.

“I needed this today”
Joya Breems – Staff Writer

Katie Ribbens—Staff Writer
Dordt University students spend hours
toiling over taxing coursework, breathing in lab
fumes, crunching for exams, and puzzling over
convoluted graduate school applications.
Imagining admittance into graduate school
makes the sleepless nights worth it. But what
if an error in course planning or a mistake in
accumulating observation hours prevents them
from attending the program of their choice?
This fear ensures students check, double check,
and triple check their credentials. But at the end
of the day, doubt remains.
Many Dordt students in pre-professional
health programs struggle to identify the best
path toward admittance to graduate school. A
prevailing theme emerges: students feel like
they have to figure things out on their own.
They turn to the internet, their peers, and their
mentors. As of Feb. 14, they have a new option:
the Pre-Health Professions Club (PHPC).
Beginning last fall, Dordt pre-medical senior
Rachel Heynen collaborated with professor
Joseph Keryakos to bring the club to fruition.
In the short time since its formation, the club
has gained 140 members. The club’s goals
include creating a supportive community for
pre-health students, forming mentorships,
offering volunteer opportunities, and creating
a learning environment. The club also plans to
offer awards for members, so their applications
can be comparable to students from other
universities.
“I’m just super excited about the club
because I feel like it’s something that has been
missing from Dordt for a long time,” Heynen
said.

“Doing it is hard.
Doing it alone is
harder.”
-Rachel Heynen
The club faced some challenges early on.
Previous clubs existed that catered to specific
tracts like medicine or physical therapy.
However, students’ busy schedules prevented
them from organizing events, and these clubs
became inactive. The division of each pre-health

program also limited the number of students
in a club. Heynen thought by combining the
majors, students would feel less isolated and
develop interprofessional skills in collaborative
healthcare.
“Doing it is hard,” Heynen said. “Doing it
alone is harder.”
Heynen saw the club as complementary to
student advisors. The club helps by advising
for graduate school applications, studying for
entrance exams, writing competitive essays,
and sharing important dates. Advisors remain
helpful for class planning and scheduling. While
many Dordt professors have PhDs, those who
attended graduate school in a health field share
their experiences and offer advice to students at
the club.
“Our professors will even say, ‘I only
know what I know through what I’ve heard. I
haven’t experienced it,’” Heynen said. “To have
someone who has those experiences has been
really exciting.”
Flyers around campus, advertisements
from professors, and emails alerted sophomore
Lucy Borkowski to the club’s formation. She
joined the club to immerse herself in pre-health
occupations to prepare herself for physical
therapy school. She now serves as PHPC’s
Communication Vice President.
“Before the club, I felt very overwhelmed,”
Borkowski said. “As a freshman, I didn’t really
know what classes to take.”
The club addresses the gap in knowledge and
experience that students require for graduate
school. It also functions as a support group.
“The club’s role is more about reaching out
and being there for students,” Borkowski said.
“Classes were preparing you to get the material
you need to know, but this is more of life skills.”
The PHPC Executive Committee consists
of a President, President-Elect, Finance Vice
President, Communication Vice President,
Secretary, and a Faculty Advisor. Heynen
decided not to sit on the committee, handing
the baton to other students so the club continues
after she graduates in May.
“I’m really hopeful that this is going to
bring opportunity, but also unity to this group
of people,” Heynen said. “And the ability to
feel like there is more guidance out there and
they’re not so blind in their progression towards
whatever field they’re going into.”

Stanley the Therapy Dog spends much time
with his blue, pawprint blanket.
He sits on the blanket during storytime
in Maurice, Iowa, surrounded by colorful
books, bins of costumes, and constant chatter
of children. He sits on it at the Sioux Center
Library, where children mispronounce words
and tangle his white fur. He sits on it at Dordt
University, where lines of stressed-out college
students pause to pet him.
 	 Where Stanley is, his blanket follows. Four
years ago, Lisa Laird trained Stanley to know
the blanket means work. When the blanket is
out, Stanley is calm; he does not bark or chase
his tail (unless commanded). When the blanket
is out, Stanley does not bat an eye at a onehundred-person crowd, of which he’s seen
many, or a toddler tugging at his fur.
Lisa and Stanley form a traveling duo who
perform reading activities for children. Notably,
Stanley is a therapy dog, not a service dog.
As therapy dogs provide emotional support to
others, Lisa and Stanley are a certified therapy
team, specializing in helping children learn to
read.
Before Stanley, Lisa performed as a traveling
ventriloquist and did shows at libraries for
summer reading programs. She and her colorful
puppets did over fifty shows a summer.
Lisa dresses like Ms. Frizzle from the Magic
School Bus: big earrings, bright patterns, poofy
red hair, and a matching headband to complete
her outfit. As a former teacher, her voice
commands a room, while still speaking in soft
simple sentences.
Now, she is mostly retired from show business
but continues doing programs with Stanley.

Photo Credit: Joya Breems
While the Sioux Center Public Library hosted
a therapy dog program for years, their regularperforming therapy team retired in 2018. The
Children’s librarian, Judy Dirkse, had seen Lisa
and her recent addition, Stanley, perform at the
Summer Reading Program. She saw how kids
loved coming up to ‘read to Stanley’ after the
puppets program ended. Reading with Stanley
became an official program hosted by the
library.
A brother and his younger sister sat squished
into one of the library’s red armchairs for their
15-minute session of Reading with Stanley.
While the sister stroked Stanley’s fluff, Lisa
read Stanley Dog’s Imagination Game with the
brother.
“Look! Stanley has some fun toys,” Lisa said,
gesturing to the illustrations. “Can you point to
the one with the blue star?”
Both siblings unhooked their hands from
Stanley and pointed at the illustration in the
book.
“Stanley says, “Zoom.” Can you say zoom?”
Lisa said.
“Zoom!” They said, earning a grin from their
mom.
“We woke up from a nap to come here,” she
whispered.
Lisa wrote The Stanley Books to keep young
readers engaged. But children aren’t the only
audiences Stanley draws in. Lisa has recently
started branching out to college students.
In a corner of the John and Louise Hulst
Library, Lisa set up Stanley’s blanket. In that
time, over 60 students visited Stanley. The
never-ending refrain: “I needed this today.”
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Sen. Taylor discusses power at Iowa State Senate
Sam Landstra—Co-Chief Editor
Editor’s note: This article alternatively
appears as a podcast on The Diamond website.
Sen. Jeff Taylor typically talks pork at the
Iowa State Capitol. In late February, though, he
talked beef.
On that morning, the cowboy hat-wearing,
leather boot-stomping members of the Iowa
Cattlemen’s Association lobbied the capitol’s
suits. They asked Taylor to protect their
pastureland from the Department of Natural
Resources.
Taylor said he understood the cattlemen’s
concerns. A few weeks earlier, he had proposed
SF 2160, a bill banning eminent domain for
pipelines and carbon-capture projects.
The first-term Republican from Iowa’s
District 2 earned bipartisan support. The state’s
farmers and the Sierra Club, an environmentalist
organization, rallied behind the bill.
Still, a majority of Republicans disapproved
of the proposed legislation and SF 2160 failed
to reach the Senate floor.
Taylor referenced an “unwritten rule”
that led to the bill’s demise. If a bill doesn’t
receive majority Republican support while in
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committee meetings, it doesn’t receive a vote,
regardless of its Democratic support.
“Is that the best practice? Well, it’s a very
partisan practice,” Taylor said. “I don’t know
that it’s the best practice.”
After the bill died in the Senate, Taylor
referenced the Republican party’s ties to
Midwest pipeline companies. Notably, former
Republican Gov. Terry Branstad worked as a
spokesman for Summit Carbon Solutions.
“I kind of knew it was an uphill climb
because there were a lot of political, economic
pressures against it,” Taylor said. “I don’t want
to sit and judge one of my colleagues and say
they consciously chose the pipelines companies
over the farmers, but that was the end result.”
Since running unopposed in the 2020
election cycle, Taylor has turned his lessons into
legislation. He’s a political science professor
at Dordt University. Currently, he’s also one
of three university faculty or alumni holding
public office.
“I think Dordt and the Christian Reformed
tradition [have] always been interested in
government and politics,” Taylor said.
He mentioned Reformed theologians John
Calvin and Abraham Kuyper. While Calvin
compared civil service to ministry, Kuyper
served as prime minister of the Netherlands.
“There’s so many different ways we can be
involved in the world to make it a better place,”
Taylor said. “We’re never going to make it
perfect... But in the meantime, we have a role to
play, and I think politics is an important part of
that.”
Given Taylor works in the capitol from
Monday through Thursday, he teaches one
course during the spring semester: Introduction
to Politics. During the fall semester, he teaches
five courses.
For the senator, the ability “to put into
practice what I’ve studied and what I’ve written
about for many years” represents “one of the
joys” of his jobs: “I do believe that adds value to
the classes I teach at Dordt because every week
I come back with stories.”
Still, Taylor’s students have raised concerns
about the political science department’s

resources, given his more frequent absences
from the classroom. Last year, The Diamond
published “Not political enough.” The op-ed
said the university “needs to focus more energy
on educating students in politics.”
On that February day, Taylor pressed a
green button at his desk on the Senate floor. He
and 47 other senators voted “yea” on SF2081,
an education bill relating to computer science
grants.
When elected, the Republican party assigned
Taylor to Education Committee Vice Chair.
While in Des Moines, Taylor attends committee
meetings, talks to constituents, and votes in
floor debates.
While working underneath the capitol
rotunda, he says he’s a senator for District 2,
not a professor for Dordt University.
“I’m trying to keep my Dordt position
and my politician position at the state capitol
somewhat separate,” Taylor said. “I realize
that because of my ongoing connection with
the school, people are going to notice that
connection.”
During his first week in office, the Sioux City
Journal interviewed Taylor about the second
impeachment of former President Donald
Trump. Their front-page headline identified the
senator as a “Northwest Iowa professor.”
After the article’s publication, Taylor said
he didn’t clarify the interview’s context with

Combating racism in campus
communities cont.
Cont. from pg. 1
...Jesus!”
Other posts compared black students
to monkeys and said they practiced “ape
activities.”
When Neftalí Ramirez, a senior at
Northwestern and an intern for the college’s
Intercultural Department Office, encountered
the Yik Yak posts, she screenshotted them
and posted the images as an Instagram Story.
She hashtagged the post, “#raidersstandout, a
reference to the college’s tagline.
As Ramirez’s post spread on social media,
students who similarly criticized the racist
remarks received backlash. Jillian Simon, a
sophomore, experienced hurtful comments on
the app, including a user who threatened to
drive an 18-wheeler and drag her friend across
the highway.
On Wednesday, a group of students informed
Julie Vermeer Elliott, vice president for student
life, of the chapel and race-related posts.
The following day, Ramirez, Simon,
and other students met with the college’s
administrators, submitting a statement of
outrage and actions. They explained how
they felt their campus ought to respond to the
racism.
Then, the next day, Northwestern
implemented a number of the suggested
actions: resident assistants held dorm meetings
and panels while professors condemned the
posts in classroom discussions .
While Northwestern did not respond to
multiple requests for a comment, Greg Christy,
the college’s president, released a statement to

students in an email on Thursday, March 31.
“To the students who were diminished, hurt,
and outraged by the Yik Yak posts— as well
as other words and action that have made you
question whether you belong in our community:
I am so deeply sorry. You belong, and I pledge to
do better and to call all of us to do better… To the
students who anonymously posted dismissive,
hateful, and racist comments on Yik Yak: Your
actions were cowardly and shameful and not
representative of the courage and faithfulness,
intelligence, and strength we claim to value
and to which we aspire to as members of this
community. I pray you repent of your wrongheadedness and hard-heartedness. God calls us
to see one another as beloved children made in
his image. Let’s heed that call, together.”
Two days after Garnett’s chapel, DeYounge
led a lament chapel. While students prayed and
grieved as a campus community, a Yik Yak
user posted, “If anyone don’t wanna get shot at
school tmr [tomorrow] I suggest staying home.”
While the user quickly deleted the message, it
reached the college’s campus security and the
Orange City Police Department.
That Friday, April 1, police patrolled campus
and investigated the threat’s source.
“I’m heartbroken about what happened, and
the result of that is that people don’t feel safe.”
said Alex Vasquez, leader of Dordt University’s
diversity council and student multicultural club.
“I work with students, and I ask them, ‘How do
you define what home is?’ Overwhelmingly,
people will say, ‘Where I feel safe and
comfortable’”
Vasquez said the racist Yik Yak posts

the reporter: “I wouldn’t have been as partisan;
I probably wouldn’t have phrased things quite
the way I did if he was interviewing me as a
political science professor.”
Taylor called the impeachment an
“overreach:” If Trump runs for president in
2024, the senator is unsure whether he’ll
support the twice-impeached former president.
He said he’d welcome his students into
politics, though, regardless of their policies:
“I think it’s good for Dordt as an institution,
for our culture, but also just for the kingdom,
to have different Christian voices represented
not just in the Republican party, but in the
Democratic party as well.”
As Taylor proposes legislation relating to
eminent domain and educations, he understands
the responsibility of his position.
“To me, the heart of politics, as I tell my
students, is power,” Taylor said. “It makes
people uncomfortable. Other people like it,
enjoy it, crave it.”
Taylor said he’s “not immune to the corrupting
influence of power,” but also wants to use it
well.
“I see it as something that is built into who
we are as human beings. That we’re in charge
of all the creatures God created,” Taylor said.
“So, I feel like we have a responsibility. Can we
use that power for not only our fellow human
beings, but for creation as a whole?

Photo credit: Sam Landstra
“stripped away” students’ sense of home.
Ramirez says she experiences these effects
of racism daily: “There was finally a person
of color on stage talking about their personal

“If there are people
in our country still
hurting because
they are being
marginalized or
discriminated
against for any
reason, Christians
should be at the
front of that charge.
- Aaron Baart
experiences—experiences I could finally relate
to as a Latina.”
When Ramirez sits among her peers in
Northwestern’s cafeteria or classrooms, she
wonders who posted the racist comments: “It
will take time to instill a sense of safety and
belonging again… to not be looking over your

shoulder all the time.”
According to Vasquez, Dordt is creating a
Vision for Diversity statement as they are not
immune to racist incidents like the Yik Yak
comments at Northwestern.
“Most people think that this is an individual
issue. Like, ‘If I’m not racist, I’m not the
problem. Someone else is.” Vasquez said. “But
if we can agree that we’re all sinful by nature,
then we can have an idea of, ‘Okay, how am I
participating in this and what am I doing to help
this situation get better, or how am I making it
worse?”
Aaron Baart, Dordt University Chief of Staff
and Dean of Chapel, also spoke out against
the racism: “You are compelled by a gospel
that paints this vision of the kingdom of God.
And if you’re moving in the opposite direction
of that and causing division, you are working
anti-Christ in that moment, and there’s zero
tolerance for it.”
Baart urged his campus’ students to not waver
in silence: “We are supposed to be culture’s
first responders as followers of Jesus. If there
are people in our country still hurting because
they are being marginalized or discriminated
against for any reason, Christians should be at
the front of that charge. Not waiting in the back,
wondering if it’s safe enough to jump into these
tumultuous waters.”
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We can do better than this
Howard Wilson—VP of University Operations
When I get home from work
I’ll call up all my friends
And we’ll go bust up something beautiful
We’ll have to build again.
(Jason Isbell, “Something More than Free”)
Students,
As a Facilities Team, our basic mission is to
make Dordt University a great place for you
to study and live, as the recent The Diamond
feature about Judy Van Roekel’s work in
Covenant Hall demonstrated. Our team works
long hours, often in challenging conditions,
cleaning out sewers, scrubbing walls, and fixing
broken or worn items.
Our team is concerned of significantly
increased incidences of vandalism and theft
on campus. Some examples include smashing
locks, ceiling tiles, and walls; stealing exit
signs, fire extinguishers, and bathroom
equipment like soap dispensers and signs from
restrooms; breaking into a vending machine
that doesn’t even belong to Dordt (twice);
driving across frozen lawns and parking in fire
lanes; stealing a bicycle from a person with a
disability (twice); intentionally setting off a fire
extinguisher in a bus; throwing ice cream cones
at second story windows; stealing classroom
clocks (worth more than $125 each), and many
other examples.
These activities create a significant amount

of work and expense for our Facilities Team. It
means they must spend many hours doing work
that would otherwise be unnecessary. It keeps
them from doing work that would improve the
campus and your life in the Dordt community.
There are at least four outcomes from this
vandalism and theft.
First, it creates unsafe conditions for you to
live in.
A stolen exit sign in a residence hall may be a
“trophy” in a dorm room, but it could also mean
that fellow residents might not readily find the
exit in case of a fire. An empty fire extinguisher
is of no help when bacon grease is on fire.
Second, it creates unnecessary expense which
impacts all students.
My estimate is that Dordt University will
spend almost $50,000 this year on the mitigation
of unnecessary damage and theft, including
replacement costs, materials, and labor.
This is about $40 per student and comes
mostly from your tuition. It’s like you took
two twenty dollar bills out of your pocket and
burned them.
Third, it damages facilities that other people
have helped to pay for and is poor stewardship
of the resources that God has entrusted us with.
Many of our buildings at Dordt were funded
by the sacrificial giving of people who love
the university and want it to both prosper and
fulfill its mission. Their gift was not intended
for students to carve up bulletin boards with
pictures of male anatomy.
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Finally, it is a bad example of what it
means to be an effective Kingdom citizen
and a representative of our Savior. We’re
ambassadors for Christ, who should lead by
example. Students at a Christian college should
not vandalize vending machines that belong to
someone else.
Do we think that bad behavior is endemic
amongst the entire Dordt student population?
Definitely not. It’s likely the Pareto Principle
in effect: 80 percent of the consequences come
from 20 percent of the causes, or the “vital few.”

In fact, our university’s statistics are more like
more than 90 percent of the damage is caused
by less than 10 percent of the people.
So, how shall we then live?
First, think twice before acting. If you are a
person who thinks “Wouldn’t it be fun to follow
a high school TikTok influencer and trash a
bathroom?”, perhaps you should think again.
Is it cool to cause damage that takes money
from the pockets of your fellow classmates and
keeps them from using a restroom? What will
you do with a soap dispenser?
If you don’t cause damage or steal things
but see it happening, say something to the
perpetrator. Positive peer pressure is powerful.
If you see something, say something. Let the
wrongdoers know that their actions are wrong.
John Stuart Mill, the president of the
University of Saint Andrews [Scotland] said in
his inaugural address in 1867: “Let not any one
pacify his conscience by the delusion that he
can do no harm if he takes no part, and forms
no opinion. Bad men need nothing more to
compass their ends, than that good men should
look on and do nothing.”
We can do better than this.
Thanks for listening, and for making Dordt
a great community for all who live and serve
here.
Sola Deo Gloria.

Easter (egg) Break: Not it’s all Campus coffee: We deserve
cracked up to be
better

Aleasha Hintz—Staff Writer
		
For Christians, Easter is arguably the most
important religious holiday on the calendar.
The events of Easter give Christianity reason
for its existence and the entire faith falls without
the resurrection. I have a hard time believing
any Christian would argue otherwise.
Therefore, it’s reasonanble for Christian
schools like Dordt University to schedule a few
days off for the holiday.
In 2020, the academic calendar canceled class
on Good Friday and the Monday after Easter.
But, of course, the pandemic intrerrupted the
school year.
As a sophomore, I’ve experienced two spring
semesters: one with Easter Break and one
without.
Through my clearly infinite wisdom and ethos,
I would argue the break is not all it’s cracked
up to be (pun intended), especially when Easter
falls as late on the calendar as it did this year.
Easter is an important part of Christian liturgy,
and in an effort to preserve the holiday, the
break may be doing more harm than good.
The temptation for students, myself included,
is to spend the break like a second, shortened
Spring Break. There is nothing inherently
wrong with this, but it does hint at the fact that
students are probably not using the break the
way Dordt intended.
The break, as per my understanding, was
meant for students to use to travel home and
spend the holiday reflecting with their families.

Many students instead stayed on campus and
used the break for the inevitable pile up of
assignments that often takes place over breaks.
That is, they used it for work, and they used
it for play, crowding out the more liturgical
reasons for the break.
I will be the first to admit I overextended
myself over the break. I planned a nice trip
home, wrote out all the things I wanted to catch
up on, and still planned time for all of the usual
Easter activities.
I can only speak for myself, but I will be the
first to admit my break did not go according to
plan. I spent most of my break just traveling
from point A to point B. I missed church on
Good Friday. And I ended the weekend feeling
even more stressed than before the break.
With only four weeks left in the term at the
end of break, it makes me wonder if it was
really necessary at all.
A few missing classes here and there is
an easy-enough challenge to overcome. But
this close to the end of the year it can cause
pedagogical challenges for both students and
professors, including the ever-relevant dispute
over whether to assign homework over breaks
as well as the interruption it brings to students
who are trying to finish out the school year.
There is no doubt that breaks are usually
beneficial to students, but in this specific case a
weekend probably could have sufficed.
Besides, I do not think that we really need a
four-day weekend to celebrate Easter, a holiday
that realistically only spans three days.

Students experience first
ever Easter Break cont.
Cont. from pg. 1
...foremost Easter Christians, not Good Friday
Christians, but some students come from other
parts of the world where it is the tradition,”
Bos said. “On campus, we had a worship
service on Good Friday, but we stayed in class.
Increasingly, students asked for more time off
for reflection.”
Some staff questioned whether students
used the break, intended for “reflection,” as a
vacation.
“I never had a problem with Dordt having

class on Good Friday, and I loved the hourlong chapel we’d have together as a community
reflecting and remembering [the crucifixion].”
Lisa Christians, academic records assistant,
said. “I always wonder what kids do with
the day off, if they intentionally take time to
worship and remember, and we’re Easter people
[compared to Good Friday people].”

Hannah Vanderhooft – Staff Writer
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Coffee is an art form.
It’s become a culture in the United States, with
coffee shops, coffee houses, and personalized
coffee carts that cater events popping up all
around.
It doesn’t take long scrolling Instagram to see
girls posting photos of their perfectly curated
table with a MacBook, devotional, and latte
with a seemingly effortless leaf poured with the
froth and espresso mix.
Business meetings, first dates, and long
overdue meetups with friends now commonly
take place over what? A cup of coffee at the
local coffee shop. Instead of asking the cute boy
from psychology class to go get Starbucks, the
question is now, “Hey, have you been to the new
coffee shop downtown?”
Coffee is now a culture among college
students. In the last year, 92 percent of college
students consumed caffeine, with an average
consumption of 173 mg per day. If in a college
town, local coffee shops most likely have later
hours to cater to the nocturnal habits of students,
sometimes extending their hours during finals
week.
Many college campuses have taken note of
this trend and now have their own coffee shops
located somewhere on campus. Starbucks has
roughly 300 stores on campuses, with many
other popular chains following suit. Calvin
University had their own popular coffee place
called The Fish House (which has since been

replaced with Peet’s Coffee). It became a hot
spot for late night studying or live music from
students and local musicians. Places like these
make it easier for students to access coffee, as
well as the coveted environment that a coffee
shop offers. They also provide on-campus jobs
for students and opportunities to learn how to
serve coffee.
Dordt University currently has two coffee
shops on campus: The Bunsen Brew and 55th.
They both provide the same drink options
and similar food options, as both are open at
different times of day. While the thought of
grabbing a latte right after an 8:00 a.m. with
Fessler may sound nice, the coffee is from an
automated machine, it’s often over-extracted
(in layman’s terms: burnt), and disregards the
artform coffee has become.
So much can be done with a single cup of
coffee. Depending on how long it’s brewed,
the way it’s brewed, what type of filter is used,
and what temperature the water is at, wide
varieties of different bodies and notes of flavor
can come in a sip. Brewing coffee is something
that takes time, patience, and a knowledge. It
takes practice and humility. It’s not something
that should take a press of a button, a poorly
roasted coffee, and a 30 second brew. Coffee
deserves better. It deserves a Chemex with an
unbleached filter, not too coarse of grounds,
water at a perfect temperature of 206 degrees
Fahrenheit, and roughly a 4-to-5-minute brew
time. Coffee deserves so much better.
And so do Dordt students. Dordt has the
perfect opportunity to take any space on campus
and turn it into a little coffee house space. Where
time slows down a little bit. Where students can
sit and be comfortable, write a paper, and drink
an overpriced latte. For students who don’t
have a mode of transportation, this is the perfect
opportunity for them to find a little bit of coffee
culture on campus. Students can learn about the
beauty, richness, and boldness of coffee. They
can find a place to relax – to be themselves.
When we think of coffee, we think of going
into a rushed mindset. Coffee is a moment to
stop, to slow down, to breathe. Coffee doesn’t
want to be rushed. Coffee wants to slow down,
and it wants you to slow down with it. Take a
deep breath. Sit down. Write that paper. Talk
to your friend. Tell that cute boy from your
psychology class you like him. Enjoy the
warmth of the moment.
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Pressure sends a message
Dayna Wichhart—Staff Writer

As Ellie Brouwer opened the mailbox, she
pulled out a brightly colored postcard littered
with short slogans and statistics: her first piece
of college mail. A high school sophomore at
the time, Dordt University was still three years
away.
More and more letters, promotions, and
postcards rolled in. Not thinking much of it,
Brouwer tossed the college mail into a shoebox,
accumulating it throughout her college decisionmaking process.
The shoebox quickly filled and Brouwer
realized the stress that accompanied her and
other high schoolers’ decisions. The countless
letters and emails offered students endless
options of where to go and what to do with their
future.
“With so many options being thrown at
them, they don’t know where to start, and it can
be an overwhelming experience.” Brouwer said.
As the mail piled up, it inspired Brouwer to
make an art piece.
Brouwer, now a freshman graphic design
major, painted eight letters onto a piece of

plywood in her high school art room.
Pressure.
As she used her first-hour independent
study class to work on her project, students in
the Drawing I class peeked at her progress and
commented on how the installation represented
the stressfulness of their college decision.
Then, Brouwer scattered her college mail on
the table and glued it onto the plywood.
At the end of the semester, 300-plus pieces
of mail created a colorful collage, representing
schools asking for applications and campus
visits.
When Brouwer completed the project, her
school’s custodian hung it on the red brick wall
in the art hallway. For a year, students, staff, and
visitors saw and appreciated Brouwer’s work.
“I do art because it’s fun and cool. I always
thought it was pretentious when people said
their art had a deeper meaning,” Brouwer said.
“This is the first project that I felt there was a
big thought or idea behind it.”
Despite the pressure of college decisions,
each year, students make their choice by the
time they graduate high school.

At first, Brouwer steered clear of Dordt,
given her high school typically sends students
there, including her older siblings. Brouwer,
wanting to carve out her own path, looked at
a number of universities, such as Oregon and
Northwestern St. Paul.

Photo credit: Ellie Brouwer
Eventually, though, she enrolled at Dordt.
“When the rubber hit the road, you either
swallow your pride or go to the place you don’t
actually want to go,” Brouwer said.

Dordt High School Choir Festival hosts Hagenburg
Isabel Pheifer—Staff Writer

“I just want everyone to realize the amazing
ability that we all have to be creative,’’ Elaine
Hagenburg said.
Hagenburg is a wife, mother, conductor,
accompanist, and full-time composer from
Des Moines, Iowa. She graduated from Drake
University with a degree in music education in
2002. She then went on to become a full-time
composer, and is now recognized around the
world.
Her award-winning compositions are
performed globally, with choirs in Australia,
South America, and Europe giving life to her
music.
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Her name is also very recognizable in the
U.S., with her works being performed in places
such as All-State festivals, Carnegie Hall,
and American Choral Directors Association
conferences.
Although Hagenburg did not start her
composing career until 28, music has always
been a part of her life.
“Creating music has always been a part of
me,” Hagenburg said.
From starting by creating tunes and recording

“It takes a while
to find our creative
voice, and when
we do it can feel
extremely vulnerable,
but it is so worth the
possible rejection,”
-Elaine Hagenburg
them on a tape recorder as a young girl, to
accompanying her high school choir on piano,
and finally to pursuing music in college, music
was always there.
For Hagenburg, music has been exactly what
she has needed and given her ways to say
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something without having to come up with the
words.
“It takes a while to find our creative voice,
and when we do it can feel extremely vulnerable,
but it is so worth the possible rejection,” she
said.
Not every piece of music that Hagenburg has
composed won a prize or made it out of her
scribble-filled notebook. Each piece has its own
unique purpose and gives her another way to
use her voice. She has found a way to give a
voice to her creativity through the music she
composes.
At Dordt University, students were given
the opportunity to learn from and work with

Diamond Digs accepting
scholarship applications
Mikaela Wegner – Co-Chief Editor

It’s official! We’re accepting scholarship applications for those interested in contributing to
Diamond Digs for the 2022-23 academic year.
Here’s what we’re looking for: excellent artistry, humor, and relevant content. That is, the sketch
artist’s comics ought to include well-drawn lines and shading, witty and unoffensive “digs” at the
Dordt University or Northwest Iowa community, and originality in expression. Also, for additional
inspiration, check out The New Yorker.
In order to apply for a Diamond Digs scholarship, tell us in 200 words why you’re interested in
sketching for The Diamond and email two cartoons to Diamond@dordt.edu.
Since we’re taking applications, send us your work as soon as it’s ready! If you’ve got questions,
don’t hesitate to reach out. I’ve got a talent for checking my email!
Happy drawing,
Mikaela
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Hagenburg. As many successful composers
do, Hagenburg often gets asked to commission
pieces for choirs, which is how she ended up
writing a piece for the 2022 Dordt University
High School Choir Festival.
“It is so special to be able to rehearse a
commissioned piece with the choir because it
is like they are breathing life into the piece for
the first time,” Hagenburg said after hearing
her piece sung for the first time during a Dordt
Concert Choir rehearsal.
Hagenburg then got to hear it performed
again, at a much higher volume, with the over
600 high school students that filled Dordt’s
campus to participate in the festival.
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